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Lida Whitaker -Sheppard
Tennessee PTA Reflections Chair

| stana TALL, will you?

Tennessee PTA haAstL ar JgenhesasleeUni t ( TALL) . TALL i
i ndividuals and stakeholders in education. Join v
every child in Tennessenée ndWel wellvVocme etshd ©e plairk e c i
every childodés potential a reality.

Avail able funds from the TALL membership and spor
in attending the Tennessee PTA s egsrsainotnss wshnedr ec candvve
|l eadership training is abundant.

Standard membership dues are $25.00 annually, howv
available to those companies, stakeholders and i
of Tennessee PTA. Pl ease consider the children &
support every child with one voice is amplified v
The Tennessee -ETAcPresrdentas President of this
together in a united effort in child advocacy. I
For more information, vwww. atsnepdva .®imteggi 0 u Mmew &

cfl oyd@irmgpt a

Cheryl Flo

Tennessee PT-BE|l @
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Tennessee

Pl

Online Store

Apparel, awards, gifts, supplies and more!

The Tennessee PTA Merchandise Store has many useful products for
your PTA including apparel, office items, and awards. Whether you arg
on a PTA executive board or just part of the general membership

this store has something for you!
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Tennessee PTA

Membership Theme Membel‘s MQ‘H’KW

Tennessee PTA wants all members to know that we value each one of them.
Tennessee PTA needs everyone's help to have a loud voice for our students.
Everyone has a place in Tennessee PTA.

ok Due Dates

October 15 - Early Bird Membership Report
December 1 - (REQUIRED) Annual Membership Report
March 1 - Award Membership Report

May 15 - Final Membership Report

** If your PTA Unit is a member of a PTA Council, consult
the Council Membership Chair for due dates.

r ,  The number one reason people say they are not members of PTA: They
w were never asked. Make sure you ask everyone.
PTA membership is a year round project. Encourage every

; J member on your board to help increase membership.

PTA members should include parents,

extended family, teachers, school staff,
w community members, business members, and

anyone else that has an interest in children.

Membership Chair Guide, ideas and all forms can be found on the
Tennessee

o Membership and Forms Tabs on the Tennessee PTA website
p ’n www.tnpta.org or contact Kim Henderson, Tennessee PTA

Membership Chair at khenderson@+tnpta.org.

evervechild.onevoice,




Five Things to Know About TNReady

Overall, students will spend about 30 percent less time
taking state tests in math, social studies, English
language arts, and science this year.

Il I N I I I B N D B B B B S .

TNReady includes rigorous questions aligned with what
educators are teaching every day and measure students’ ¢
writing, critical thinking,and problem solving skills.

For grades 3-8, TNReady will be administered via paper
and pencil and are working to provide an online option
for high school assessments.

Il B I I I = I I I B O .

The test will be given in one part during a three-week
window between April 17 and May S.

The information from TNReady will provide a big-picture
perspective on how students are progressing compared to
their peers across Tennessee, and better information
about a student’s strengths, needs, and areas for growth.
Il N N I N BN B B BN B BN B BN O .

Thanks to our FE Chair
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PTA RESOURCES FOR FAMILIES ON
EVERY STUDENT SUCCEEDS ACT (ESSA)

- Overview of ESSAVhatevery i nf or mati on provided and take ¢
parent needs to know. What can you do to support family engagement at the

As you may have heard, in Decembetocal, state and federal levels?

éOldS, the;U.S. C;oniressEgg;sed the %\{% Local Level
tudent Succeeds (,:t ( ), {fl newﬂ @W10in and volunteer with your local PTA to increase family engage
to replace the No Child Left Behind Act "
; ) i ment opportunities at your school.
(NCLB), and President Obama subsequently signed ESSA intqQ law on

. Ol unteer to serve on our ch
December 10, 2015. However, you may not fully appreciate what this y

. o : Visit the school district website to see how you can become
new act is and what you can expect from its implementation. : ) ) ) ~
involved in the districtds pa

Under the ESSA, the challenge now turns to effective implementatlrg‘ralné[f'mt'atlves'

the law to ensure every child has the ability to reach their full pﬂ)ter%gﬁ(:h B e e C

While this new law provides a great opportunity for states to tailor ﬁ.}gﬁgholder groupsiteliniorm |mplement§tlon DRESSA,
education systems to meet the needs of theifstualedisg 1 Nominate yourself to serve on the committee that drafts the schc
students with disabikitigses new level of authority will also require arfiStrict education plan required under ESSA.
increased amount of responsibility for states to ensure they close
achievement gaps. At the State Level
1 Volunteer with your state PTA.

Impact of the ESSA on Tennessee 1 Reach out to state education leaders an
Tennesseebs Department of Educ gqga}g%v%lthﬁagg_legu%ggqngr%;gsntq
for our studentsd future by r ai”fs?rF‘er Iengept%tlﬂndogrsgAs. 0
prepare them for college and careers; establishing fully aligned asgesscr:ngn?s fo ) ) )
ensure all of our students are developinggmeiiigrand critical thinking you c.:an be involved in the process for drafting the new state plat
skills; and by using evaluation and accountability systems based on m[fft%lged under ESSA.
factors. ESSA builds on this work by reaffirming the importance ofstafi@d8! nat e yoursel f to serve o
assessment, and accountability and through empowering states to magducation plan and seek to include family engagement as an
decisions for our kids. Although Tennessee is firmly on the right path, UEALY of school success in the plan.
are required to fully transition to ESSA by-118<200d! year. I Encourage your state to adopt the National PTA Standards for
The Department of Educati on g abFamibschogl Parpessgipsandio prioyitigefamilyepgagementir
key advocates, parents, students, and the public on specific policies. TieState policy and guidance on school improvement.
feedback will inform a Tennsgse#ic ESSA plan that will guide the
departmentos work over the cétihefgergieeyel s and help the depart
on the new | awds empower ment Yo fointhg atignal PTAJ akesrAstign Network and advocate on be
ESSA Compared to Tennessee Pofoy more detailed information of all children and families. Learn important advocacy skills and |
about Standards, Assessments, Evaluations, District Accountability an@ccess to resources that will help you become an even stronger
identifying lewerforming schools and student subgroups, please use thid®¢Reate.
https://www.tn.gov/education/topimpessaretbtennessepolicy i Call on your Members of Congress to support family engagemer

by providing the necessary resources to support state and local

activities.

GET INVOLVED ™

1o 1 c-llg(

your statebds Depart ment

Parent and Family Engagement in ESSA

ESSA specifically calls for parents to be meaningfully involvedafd o the Department of Education will publish the draft ESSA state

consulted in the development of state and school district educmiﬁman for public review. Use this link for future updates:
These education plans provide the framework for how a state ﬂ%gc tn.gov/education/section/essa

district will deliver education services to public elementary and secondary
school students. Additionally, the law requires that parents must be
involved in the creation of #fAstate report car ds:¢
how all schools in the state are perfbsmihgas graduation rates, Debbbie Boles
attendance and student achievement levels. The report cards must bel €nnessee PTA Family and
written in a pardriendly manner so that families can understand tffe@Mmmunity Engagement Chair
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Larry Davis
VP Child and Youth Advocaey NPTA
Email: Idavis@tnpta.org
Cell: 423967-0523
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HIGH SCHOOLERS CAN APPLY NOW FOR
FREETUITION FOR COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Have a family member going to high school in the state? If so, did you know that the
student could be eligible to attend a twaear community or technical college free of

tuition?

Tennessee Promids a scholarship and mentoring program that gives graduating high

school students in the state the opportunity to attend a twear community or technical
college without the need to pay tuition and mandatory fees. For high school students graduating in 2017, the
application process is going on now. Students who are interested neaggiyfor the Tennessee Promise

scholarship by Nov. 1.

How Tennessee Promise Works

High school graduates who complete the scholarship requirements receive two years of-fusgeducation
at any of the statefds 13 communi ty cebglbleiestteisns 2 7
that offer an associate degree program. All students are paired with a mentor who supports them during the

college application process.

The programdoffaeré acbhbhatship, which means it p

Pell Grant, the Tennessee Education Lottery Scholarship (TELS), including HOPE, or funds from the Tennes
Student Assistance Award (TSAA) program. Scholarship recipients must complete eight hours of community
service with a nonprofit or public service organization before each term in which they are scheduled to receiv
funding for enrollment. For example, students graduating from high school in 2017 must complete and report

their community service by July 1, 2017.

Learn more about important deadlines for studentkatcentraltn.com Thiswebsitehas helpful information
about childrends health, education, devel opment

There is also support for adults to go back to schodlennessee Reconnects Gover nor Bil |
tive to help more of our stateds adults enter hi
and fulfill lifelong dreams of completing a degree or credential. Whether returning to finish a degree, going
to college for the first time, or planning next steps as a veteran or service menibanessee Reconnect

helps you explore those exciting possibilities.

J U\ B Tennessee Office of the

Governar
— tate Government
Jude WEixteecuti ve Director, Governoro66s CHil drends dabir
TN Tower , 27t h Fl oor
312 Rosa Parks Avenue, Nashvill e, TN 37]243

p61-834-2230
Jude. White@ n. gov
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